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" Oh ? " said Reynaud inquiringly.
" Charles Roux."
" WiU he accept ? "
" Yes.   We've telephoned to Mm."
The Prime Minister was in the presence of wills stronger
than his own. Yet he hesitated.
" All the same, I must see that Daladier agrees to this.
I said no more than a vague word or two about it at
G.H.Q. We mustn't forget that he is Foreign Secretary
now."
" He isn't yet. The decree won't appear in the official
gazette until to-morrow. You're still Foreign Minister."
" Yes.    But one has to consider what's fitting."
" Seeing how things are with Daladier, there's no point
in our putting ourselves out over etiquette."
Obscurely ill at ease in the depths of his hidden con-
science, Reynaud cast round for objections.
He remembered what Mandel had said to him: *' If
you change the Secretary-General of the Foreign Office,
people will take it for a disavowal of the policy they ascribe
to Leger, namely, the policy of resistance to Germany and
of active conduct of the war."
On the other hand, little given to sentiment though he
is, M. Paul Reynaud realised that he was being asked to
commit a despicable action towards a man with whom he
had hitherto had friendly relations and who symbolised
the same policy as himself. He had had no disagreement
with him; not so much as an argument. Since he had
been at the Quai d'Orsay he had been able to see the
Secretary-General working night and day, assuming
responsibilities, removing all difficulties from his path,
taking useful steps on his own initiative. At least he
ought to warn him, have a talk with him, and venture to
say : " We must separate 1 " He dreaded this interview
and his companions did not want him to have it, either,
Leger might be quite capable of getting round him, perhaps
of making him ashamed !